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Track & Wheel Check Gage by pel Tapparo

Ever wonder why there are basically no check gages in large scale like there are in HO? Probably because things are pretty
loose and sloppy in large scale, and we can usually get by without a standard to check things like track guage and wheel
spacing. But there are specs, and the closer you can come to those specs, the better your railroad will run.

When inspecting track gauge, you really need to see if it is within spec, rather than just comparing it to the nominal
45mm. A Go/No Go gage does just that. The minimum width should fit between the tracks (Go), and the maximum width
should not (No Go). | chose specifications of 44.5 mm to 45.53 mm for my gage, a combination of NMRA specs (44.85 mm
to 45.54 mm) and G1MRA specs (44.5 mm to 45.0 mm). While you can usually operate outside of these specs, staying in

spec when you can will only make things better.
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Go, It fits. Good, the guage is wider than Min.

The track in the photos is Aristo Craft, and in spec. With my LGB
track, the Max gauge easily fits, so out of spec. But I've never had
any problems with LGB track. So ...? | think checking for too tight of
track with the Min may be the most useful.

We usually set the back to back wheel spacing of our trucks, rather
than just inspect them. A fixed nominal value is best for that. Specs
are NMRA (39.88 mm to 40.49 mm) and G1MRA (40.0 mm +0.5, -0).
I am using 40.00 mm (1.575”). Place the wheels in the holes. Adjust
as needed until they fit snug up against the flats of the gage.

This little 3D printed gage has an accuracy of about 0.1%, or +-
0.05mm. Put it on your key ring so it is there when you need it.
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