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Manual control for battery-powered
engines just got easier

 hus controlber offers 2 seally simple

way o operte and animate batteny-
powered crirters, small locomotives,
and strectears. YWith this unit you

gan start, stop, and serspeed and dirsction

with a single convenient button, Heowever,

I think that the best feature i 5 ahilite 1o

performe antematic station stops and

| reversing. Thas wenld be useful i ankmst:

Vital statistics

One-Touch Critter Cantrol
G-Seule Graphics
4118 Clayton C1.
Fort Collins €0 80525
Prices: Critter Contral, rotary style
with built-in button, 569; reed
. :wh:{!. 5:5: power switch, $5;

chorging juck, 55
Weh site: www. G5coleGrophics.nar

Elactrosic snit f manealy monsrod speed and
dirersion of bettery.pawerad angire; 11-poge
insirucins monwal mvess bosics of rack-powe-
le-bullery-power osversian, Installatien, and
operatios; basic wirng and seldaring skik
mguimd

ing a point-to-peint operation for 2 mine
trawin, a streetor, o railcan

[nstatlation requires soldering five
wires to the rotary operating switch, con
necting them to the screw rerminaks locat-
ed on the control board, and hooldng ap
the power and maotor leads. This is basic
wiriny that just about anyone shoakd be
able 1o complets without difficuln: The
controller has a buoili-in cireait breaker
and needs a minimum of 8V {max, 30
for operste. The controller s 1% wide x 27
kg = 132" high. The operating-button
shaft is ¥e” in diarmene

T srart the instaflation, | decided
where in oy locomotive 1 should misung
the switch, coentrol board, batteries, and
charging jack. For this review 1 used &
seratchbublt boee-cab “oricrer” thae has
plenty of rooan for all of the supplied
comnponents dnd battery pack. | cut the
wires to the necessary Jenpths and sol-
dered them e the various components;
the reed switch alreacdy has wires artsched.
The contral swirch was located on the cab
flaor by using o piece of brass strap thae
Taas rwo W bends in it and 3 %" -diameter
hinle for the threaded collar, The nstrue-
tions suggrest extending the contral shaft
0 that it can extend through the cab ook,

[ uged a zection of brass to repreacat an
exhause stack. 1 mounted the charging
jack so thart it is acceseible from the
undersicle of the lecomaotive. | used 2
square piece of plastic mbing 1o locare the
reed switch. A 13V, NiMH bastery pack
supplics power.

The instructions expluin how to nper-
ape the Ooe-Touch control manually with
a handy, easy-to-follow operating table,
Yooz swiech on the power, momentacly
press on the control shaft (in this case the
exhause smack); and the Tocomotive seares
up and accelerates 1o the speed that was
ser by rotating the shuft. Momentaly
pushing down on the shaft and then
healdang it dows for a half secomsd changes
the direction and accelerates back up m
3|.l|'.‘|.'l.‘|_ If the shadt 85 only EII'E!H‘L‘IJ divwn
momentarily whils the engine iz running,
the locormotive will decelerite to a full

This is a review of the original “One-Touch Critter Control”
which has been replaced with the “Basic Critter Control” and the “Enhanced Critter Control”

storp Thiee e ohaer fanctions ms well gs
N EIMETEECY STap,
Menw for thie really cool pare, By using

the supplied reed switch in conjutiction
with prrlp::l_v .':p:lru-:[ track AR, the
Iocomotive can be mads 16 make 15-e
e xh;rps nrwd even peveTse It -:l"Jr-u.uru-
matically, Theie is no Hmit to the: nussber
af sHops avikable, sa all manner of inter-
cslng eperations are poasible.

I carefully placed Berwsen the rails. I was
very pleased with the results, Onece [ sex
the locomotive in opesation, 1t sinoothly
decelzmated to a stop at the selected spor
after the 15-second interval it accelerared
back up to the proper speed.

These i& oo end oo e presibalities thae |
this controller offers, You can easily add
an interesting amroted boop toan exist-
ing milway, create a complete poing-to-
pont raibasy, or use it on 2 small display
madule, With proper supervision, it can
ades be operated on the same rils as
track-powersd equipment. T highly rec
ommend this product. —A O,

Pros and cons | -

Pros: Eusy-to-folow issincburs; smple indaka-
fioa; cen ba wsed 18 contnal o lecomosing, 1o
sugply pawer ot an enfre raibiy, ar b odd

an nferesting ankmo®an o an exkbing relheay
Coms: e |




