New MyLocoSound Blue

PRODUCT REVIEWS Contisued

Realistic diesel sound

o Ol last issue T reviewssd

MyLocoSound's new steam-

sound board. The diesel ver-

sion of their "MyLocoSound
Blue™ is nowr available. This is a
standalone sound system with a
mix of digital and analog
sounds, Tt's designed to work in
traditional track pm.\:rn.'d instal-
latioms as well a5 with lh:rlJ-|1:|r-
ty battery RAC systemns. Since it's
designed to be a more budget
EI'IE:IHj]}' soi fad sVatem than the
higher end, all-digital systems, it
1% ned DG |.'|.'|c|11.p:|.1i];||:-. T thiat
e, it doesa i.'rEd.i'l:lh:'j-::-l;-.

The board is physically identical o the
company’s steam board, with the same
screw-terini nal connections for motor,
speaker, external battery power, and
sound functions (more on this later), I is
24" long by 1% wide, 20 you should have
little trouble Gtting it into almost any size
diese] eritter. There's also a socket for an
external infra-red sensor that can be used
1 trigger sounds and for programming
once the board is installed, You will need
only to place the IR sensor (about 14"
square) inconspicuously ingide o cab win-
dew or ather location whers it can “see”
the IR gignal feom the transmitter,

Installation of the board is simple and
the online instructions have easy-to-fol-
low diagrams for many installations, If
they don't list the specific controd system
you operate, it will likely be similar to one

VITAL STATISTICS

Digital/amalog diesel sound
MylecoSound
Available from:
GSeale Graphics
5860 Crowked Stick Drive
Windsor CO 80550

| Price: $79

| Website: www.gscolegraphics.net |
MyLoceSoand “Blue” diesel ssund system; |

subtable far track power or Battery RiC; net
[ compatible. Dimensions: Fa" 147 4
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of the ones they do show, I didn't have a
spare diesel sitting around, so [ used the
Bachmann 2-6-0 that | previously used
for the steam locomative installation.
[Hey, some amusement park “steamers™
are powered by gas or diesel engines, so
it's prodotypical, right?l

If you're going to be operating this
board in a track-powered environment,
you will need an external 9V battery to
power the board when the track voltage
gets low (sold separately). The board can
be programmed to antomatically shut off
after one minute or vou can use the IR
remote to turn the sounds on and off

The board comes with seven different
“prime mover” sounds programmed in, as
well as seven different horn sounds.
There's only one bell sound but it's a nice,
generic, air-rung bell, as heard on many
diesele. Like the steam board, there are
three "geographic” operating scenarios;
Maorth American, British, and Austral-
agian. There are cubtle differences in how
the soands function betwesn each of
these scenarios; for example, there is no
bell wnder the British setting,

PROS and CONS

PROS: Easy installation; saunds can be easi

Iy adgusted wia handheld remote; instructions
well-written for insfalling and programming

COMNS: Same horas mot veryn
eime-mriet wninds change depending on
throttle mode

Programming is done via a
universal TV remote. The instruc-
tions say o use a “Sony” code,
| The steam instructions say to use
| code D140, though the diesel
| instructions do not get that spe-
cific. You can purchase a universal
remote from G Scale Graphics
that will work with the board. The
instructions are clear on pro-
gramming the board. Each aspect
to be programmed has a number
and there's audible feedback on
the board to let yvou know which
selection you have set for any
Elven aspect.

The board has screw terminals that
allow you to manually control various
sounds, like the bell and horn. If you're
running with track power, you can hook
these triggers up to magnetic sensors and
use track magnets to trigger the sounds. If
you're using a third-party control system,
you'd hook the connectors to the various
auxiliary triggers on the particular con-
troller you're using.

Concerning sound quality, remember
that this is a budget-friendly board, so if
vou're used to listening to the prototype
or high-end digital sound systems, you're
going to hear some differences. That hav-
ing been said, I think there's room for
improvement here and there as well,

There are several prime movers to
choose from. They range from small
industrial to large modern-diesel sounds,
At idle, they all sound good. When you
turn the throttle up and the engine
"KPFMe" increacs, things begin to vory.
First, there are differences in how the
soumds react to the throttle, based on
which throstle mode you have selected.
First is the "manual” mode, where the
engine RPM sound changes proportional-
Iy with the voltage. The "mechanical
transmission” mode is usetul for gas-
mechanical critters that have manual
transmissions. In this, the RPMs increase,
then drop and increase again, simulating
a change in pears, Mext is what they call
“notch 5," where the motor RPM increases
to notch 5 (about 807% throttle). Finally,



theres "notch B,” where the motor RPM
increases to notch & (100% throttle) when
the thraitle i3 increased,

The first thing [ noticed was that the
“notch B sound 15 not the same as that in
the “manual”™ mode with the same prie
mover, when run up to full throttle. In
most cases, the “notch B” sound, to my
ears, is a little eleaner and more realistic
than that of the manual setting. Your ears
may differ, and the variation may actuwally
give you a bit more flexibility in choosing
the sound 1I.'|.'|r.| wanl. When rIJ|'|:|!||.|f'|.1;I 1
"notch B, the prime-mover sownd
rgscir-omlh [ EN] ¢|1u.r|g|:"\. 11 .L]!lEE‘d. [f:.-'l.'ru sl

thie locomedive, the engine sound will

PElTT e

Operations galore!

Everyone can access a number of articles
and resources about operations online.
See the full list on p. 17, Use keyword
"operations” in the search bo.

drop to idle, then wind back up once the
locomotive reaches its new speed.

1 didn't notice any difference between
the “manual™ setting and the “notch 5"
setting. Both setiings seemed to respond
to changes in the throtthe the same way;
the higher you set the throttle, the faster
the molor sounded.

To my ears, the horns keave something
tor be desired. They just don't sound clean
o mne==too electronic: You can adjust the
pitch of the horns bt there are welrd har-
monics that keep them from sounding
realistic o me. The supposed “single
tome” horn had two tones. You can pro-
gram the board to give you prototypically

High-tech series
Dur latest instaliment of “High-
tech modeling for garden rail-
roaders” follows author Steve
Bernebeng as he makes the
middbe sections of a water
tower. Wisit www.Garden
Railways.com/hightech

Full-size

drawings

Everyone can download a PDF
of full-size tank car drawings
designed by Thomas A. Yorke.
Type the author's name into
the search box.

Timetable video

Learn how to use
atimetable dur-
ing postproduc-
tion im our latest
Video 107 install-
ment. Type “John
Cushman” Into
the search box.

correct directional horn signals for mov-
ing forward and reverse.

All sounds can be adjusted for individ-
ual volume. You can also use the remote
to adjust the prime-mover sounds so that
the idle is lower or higher, as you wish.

Like the steam board, this MyLoco-
Sound board offers reasonable sound
for a reasonable price. The prime mover
sounds—especially at idle—really
impressed me. | have an eaclier version of
this board in one of my locomotives, and
this one Is @ marked Improvernent over
that—much more prototypical sounding.
This board well fills a much-needed niche
in this hobby. —K Strong
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