New MyLocoSound Blue

Digital/analog steam sounc

'he MyLocoSound sound systems
have long filled a middle-ground
niche in this hobby. They offer a
good system at a budget price.
Two years ago, the company introduced a
new board that was a significant improve-
‘ment over their original system in terms
of sound quality. I reviewed this board in
the August 2015 issue of GR. This newest
board is a further revision, offering a sig-
nificant improvement regarding its opera-
tion. It provides the user a lot more flexi-
bility in selecting and programming
sounds, as well as greatly improved and
simplified programming. The board now
also includes an auto shut-down feature
for running in track-powered environ-
ments, which will turn the circuit board
off after one minute when there is no
power to the rails, eliminating the need

for an external power switch to turn the
sound on and off.

This latest generation is called MyLo-
coSound Blue, “blue” referring to the color
of the PC board as a means of differentiat-
ing it from older versions. It’s a standalone
hat can be used in tradi-
=d operating environ-
= by a third-party R/C
ot DCC-compatible.
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Website: www.mylocosound.com
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that role nicely.

At 2%" x 1%" x %", the board is average
in size for a sound system. It has two rows
of screw terminals, one on either end, plus
a socket for an external IR (infrared) sen-
sor to allow you to control or program the
board without having to disassemble the
locomotive to get to the board itself. -

T'installed this board in a Bachmann
2-6-0, as that gave me a chance to try it in
its bread-and-butter environment—tradi-
tional track-powered DC operation.
MyLocoSound provides instructions
online, which include easy-to-follow wir-
ing directions for a variety of installations,
including how to wire this to the “dummy
board” that comes standard in this (and
many other) Bachmann locomotives.
Installation took me all of 10 minutes,
including waiting for the soldering iron to
heat up. Note that my installation did not
include running magnetic sensors to the
tender trucks to trigger bell and whistle
sounds via track magnets, as is common
in that environment. The board is
designed to accept such inputs; it would
just be a matter of installing the sensors
and hooking them up to the appropriate
screw terminals.

When operating in a track-powered

PROS and CONS

PROS: Easy installation; lots of sound-
adjustment flexibility via handheld remote
(sold separately); well-written instructions

forinstalling and programming the board

CONS: Some sounds cannot play at the
same time; some whistle sounds start
abruptly :

environment, you will need to add an
external battery to power the board when
the track voltage is low. MyLocoSound
offers a 9V rechargeable battery (sold sep-
arately) for this. The board shuts itself
down after a minute of no power, so that
will help to keep the battery charged
between runs.

Perhaps the biggest upgrade to this
board is the addition of more memory, so
the steam version now includes program-
ming and sounds for US, British, and Aus-
tralasian locomotives. The biggest differ-
ence between these lies in the sounds and
their behaviors. For example, there is no
bell in the British operating environment.
Instead, you get a short “toot” of the whis-
tle when the bell function is triggered. In
addition to having your choice of all
sounds and environments, there are
expanded ways to control the sounds. You
can choose between manual and automat-
ic control for various sounds, and you can
control how often various sounds play.
You can also control the pitch of the whis-
tle you select and the volume level of each
individual sound.

Programming the board is done via a
television remote. You can use a universal
remote (code set to 0140), a Sony TV
remote if you have one, or you'can pur-
chase one along with the sound card. The
online manual offers refreshingly clear
instructions on how to program these
boards. I found them easy to follow and
got my locomotive set up in short order.
Changing sounds just to play around with
things was simple as well.

But how does it sound? It’s important
to remember that this is a budget-friendly
sound board, with mostly analog-synthe-
sized sounds. It sounds different than a
high-end digital sound system and
expecting similar quality is unrealistic.
That said, I grew up working with my
Dad, designing our own analog sound
systems, so [ have a pretty good feel for
what is possible within those confines,
and this board does a credible job. The
chuff, air pump, and safety-valve sounds
are all distinct and easily identifiable. The
chuff varies in volume in response to
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throttle changes. If you speed up, it gets
louder; if you slow, the chuff quiets down.
The chuff can be triggered by an external
switch or by the voltage going to the
motor. You can calibrate this to get close
to the prototypical number of chuffs per
revolution (usually four), but it won’t be
100% spot on, as the locomotive can slow
due to drag or load as it runs.

Like the chuffs, the whistles are analog
syntheses. There are six preset whistles
within each country setting, though the
“Thomas” setting exists within all three,
providing a total of 16 more-or-less dis-
tinct whistles. Their quality varies from
whistle to whistle, with the British single-
chime being my favorite. I was hoping for
a single-chime option within the North
American grouping, but they are all
multi-chime. Some of the whistles start
abruptly, with no volume build-up to full
volume, almost like flipping a switch for

the sound to turn on instead. To my ears,
that detracted from the realism a bit. You
can vary the pitch of each whistle while
it’s playing, via the remote, which gives
you a lot of flexibility in tailoring your
whistle to each locomotive.

The bell is the same as that on the old-
er-generation board. It is an air-rung bell,
so it rings at a constant rate. There’s also a
conductor calling “all aboard” or a
guard’s whistle (British), injectors, safety
valves, and brake squeal. All of the indi-
vidual sounds’ volume levels can be con-
trolled via the TV remote, even while the
train is running around the railroad, so if
you're in a traditional track-powered envi-
ronment and don’t want to install track
magnets, you can use the remote. It is,
however, infrared, which may not work in
bright sunlight.

It’s worth noting that you cannot ring
the bell and blow the whistle at the same

time. When you blow the whistle, the bell
will cut out while the whistle is blowing.
The whistle takes priority over all other
triggered sounds, except the chuff, which
plays no matter what.

The MyLocoSound board is also
offered with diesel and electric sound
files. I hope to review these later. MyLo-
coSound has videos on their website of
their steam and diesel boards so you can
preview what you're getting. They are, to
my ears, representative of what you would
hear in person.

I like this system for what it is—rea-
sonable sound at a reasonable price. This
is not a very crowded field at the moment,
so I'm pleased to see MyLocoSound con-
tinuing to up their game on their own.
The hobby needs reasonably-priced sound
systems like this, which are able to deliver
flexibility and features similar to higher-
priced systems. —K. Strong

Fix worn drive wheels

¥ orthWest Short Line is slowly

stepping into the spare-parts
.| breach left by the demise of

g & Aristo-Craft. Over time the

company hopes to offer a variety of the

more common replacement parts neces-

sary to keep Aristo-Craft locomotives
on the rails. Sent for review were eight
wheels designed as direct replacements

VITAL STATISTICS

Replacement wheels for Aristo-Craft
diesels

NorthWest Short Line

PO Box 1349

Hamilton MT 59840

Price: $49.95/8 wheels

Website: www.nwsl.com

Solid nickel-silver wheels (#2609-6) to
replace plated wheels on Aristo-Craft diesels;
diract replacement for factory wheels; will fit
Dash 9, SD-45, GP-40, and other locomotives
with tapered-axles. Dimensions: 1.379" over
trzad; 214" tread width; 108" flange depth;
376" total thicknesss
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for Aristo-Craft’s Dash 9, SD-45,
GP-40, and other locomotives with
tapered axle ends and wheels that are
held on by screws.

The new wheels are beautiful, solid
nickel-silver turnings (though future ones
will be in stainless steel). They are 1.379"
over the treads—exactly the same size as
Aristo-Crafts—making them 40" wheels
in 1:29 scale (or 44" wheels in 1:32 scale).
Aristo-Crafts original wheels were plated,
and the plating had a tendency to wear off,
leading to rapid wheel wear and decreas-
ing electrical performance. NWSLs wheels
solve this problem.

I didn’t have access to any of the speci-
fied diesels but I did find an Aristo-Craft
British class-66 diesel, whose wheels are
the same size and attached to the axles in
the same manner (although the face pro-

PROS and CONS

PROS: Solid nickel-silver wheel; will not

corrode; no plating to flake or wear off; direct
replacement for factory wheel

CONS: None

file is a little different). The most difficult
part in replacing the wheels was in remov-
ing the old ones. The sideframes must first
be removed before the wheels can be
taken off. The screws holding the wheels
in place appeared to have been treated
with a thread-locking compound, making
them exceedingly difficult to unscrew.
However, once the screws were out, the
wheels came off with just a little tapping
from the back side. The new wheels
slipped neatly into place on the tapered
axle stubs and the screws and their lock
washers cinched them up tight.

NWSL provides the wheels in bare-
metal finish (see photo), so you'll have to
paint them to suit your locomotive. If your
Aristo-Craft diesel’s wheels need replac-
ing, these can't be beat. I look forward to
seeing future Aristo-Craft replacement
parts that NorthWest Short Line produces.
—M. Horovitz




